Change in MEANS Test

On May 29, 2012 Executive Decision Memorandum was approved by the Under Secretary for Health to discontinue Veteran’s annual reporting requirement. PL 112-154 (8-6-2012) provides VA the authority to use the most-recent available income for benefit determination.
Veterans who are enrolled in Priority Group 5 through 7 and who have a current Means Test on file will no longer be required to submit annual financial assessments.
· Other Veterans (such as Veterans with compensable service-connected disabilities, Purple Heart medal recipients or Veterans discharged due to a disability) who provide their financial information to determine their eligibility for medication copays and beneficiary travel are not yet included in this new process.

Veterans will be contacted only if the financial information VA receives indicates a change in their VA health benefits may be appropriate.  

Why make the change?
· Historically, greater than 92% of the updated Means Tests result in no change in the Veteran’s health benefits eligibility.

· Eliminates the burden for enrolled Veterans to annually report their income

· Improves service to Veterans by increasing accuracy of enrollment decisions
· Improves Veteran satisfaction with enrollment process

· Reduces time completion burden with streamlined VA Form 10-10EZ

· Allows Veteran to submit updated financial and demographic information-anytime- if he/she believes it will affect his/her enrollment status

When will this start?  
In January 2014, business process change will implement the functionality to automatically set Veterans’ eligibility based on verified income information.
How will VA get the Veteran’s income information?   
We will leverage our IRS/SSA matching authority to verify Veterans household income.
What changes have been made to the 1010 forms?  

· Revised VA Form 10-10EZ to emphasize that Veterans income is subject to matching from initial submission forward
· Revised VA Form 10-10EZR financial section to reflect optional completion
· Beginning in January 2014, enrolled Veterans are no longer required to their income information
What if Veterans want to update information?
Veterans can, at any time, voluntarily provide changes to their financial and demographic information such as: 

· Address (including email)

· Phone numbers (including mobile)

· Marital status 

· Next of kin 

· Dependents

· Health insurance

· By completing VA Form 10-10EZR, Health Benefits Renewal

